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US Government & Politics 

AP Course Curriculum 
 

Course Objectives: 
 

 This year long college level course will both deeper the students understanding of 

America’s government & politics while preparing them for the advanced placement exam 

in May. The students are expected to take this exam. It is the student’s responsibility to 

determine what score is needed to receive credit at the institution of higher learning that 

they will be attending.  

This writing intensive course will utilizes primary & secondary sources. 

Additionally, the course will also develop the student’s research, writing and oral skills.  

 

Course Outcomes: 
 

The student will be able to: 

 

 Demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the principles, institutions and processes of 

the national, state, and local levels of government. 

 Define the powers of the executive, legislative and judicial branches of 

government. 

 Recognize the American constitution as a document that affects our lives on a 

daily basis. 

 Describe the process that is followed when a bill does or does not become a law. 

 Explain how the constitution was created and able to be amended. 

 Explain the electoral and voting processes. 

 Explain the American two party history and historical third parties. 

 Explain various rights and laws guaranteed to all American citizens by using court 

cases as reference points. 

 Explain the Electoral College and the voting process. 

 Demonstrate an understanding of problems that face government leaders today 

and the ability to create solutions.  

 Demonstrate familiarity with a variety of research techniques and resources both 

in the high school library and elsewhere. 

 Demonstrate the recognition of and tolerance for competing viewpoints on issues, 

and the ability to distinguish convincing evidence from unsupported opinion. 

 Demonstrate the numerous ways a person can participate in government in a 

positive way. 

 Utilize & evaluate a variety of primary data and integrate their analysis into the 

appropriate unit topic. 

 Compare & contrast various political beliefs & behaviors in different topics of US 

government & politics. 

 

 

 

 

 



 2 

Resources: 
 

Bardes, Barbara A., & Shelley, Mack C., & Schmidt, Steffen W. (2004). American 

Government and Politics Today. New York, New York: Wadsworth Pub Co.  

 

Ladd, Everett C., & Serow, Ann G. (2003). The Lanahan Readings in the American 

Polity. Baltimore, MD: Lanahan Publishers Inc. 

 

Supplemental readings by various authors (both Primary & Secondary) 

 

 

Course Assessments 
 

Multiple Choice Exams; Quizzes; Free Response Questions; Writing Assignments; 

Research Papers; Debates; Class Discussions; Current Events; Daily Reading and Writing  

 

  

   

 

 

Course Outline: 
 

Constitutional Underpinnings of U.S. Government (3 weeks):  

The interrelationship between government and politics, with a focus on theory and 

theorists of government and the United States government while expanding on the 

following concepts: 

*Foundations of Government 

*Foundations of American Government 

*An analysis of who governs America will also be explored 

Explain how the Constitution provides the basic framework of government and follow the 

evolution of using the constitution per section. It will also analyze how the Constitution is 

the Supreme Law of the land and is the key to governing in America, while expanding on 

the following concepts: 

 *Purpose of each Article of the Constitution   
Explain how Federalism has been the key feature to our system of government. Examine 

the tension between the different levels of government, while expanding on the following 

concepts: 

*Variations of Federalism: Dual; Federal; Cooperative; Competitive/New; and   

Horizontal. 

 

State Standards: 
5.1.12.B; 5.1.12.C; 5.1.12.D; 5.2.12.B; 5.2.12.C; 5.3.12.F; CC.8.5.11-12.A; CC.8.5.11-

12.J; CC.8.6.11-12.B 

 

Assessments: 
Multiple Choice Exams; Quizzes; Free Response Questions; Writing Assignments; 

Research Papers; Debates; Class Discussions; Current Events; Daily Reading and Writing  
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Civil Rights & Liberties (3 weeks):  
Explain the difference between Civil Rights & Civil Liberties, while exploring the 

tension between societies’ need for order and individual’s rights.  The Constitution and 

Supreme Court cases are utilized to illustrate & debate that tension, while expanding on 

the following concepts: 

    

*Amendments 1-27: Connections to the three branches of government; Use of 

Supreme Court cases to illustrate Amendment and Constitutional underpinnings 

through the use of primary documents and data to analyze Civil Rights/Liberties 

rulings and violations. 

 

* Analysis of political parties involvement in the Civil Rights/Liberties will also 

be explored here and the outcome that involvement has had on our: Political 

Culture (including regional, cultural (religion/ethnic) beliefs &behaviors etc); 

Political Socialization Process; Political Parties, and Elections. 

 

State Standards: 
5.1.12.A; 5.1.12.C; 5.1.12.D; 5.1.12.E; 5.2.12.B; 5.3.12.F; CC.8.5.11-12.A; CC.8.5.11-

12.J; CC.8.6.11-12.B;  

 

Assessments: 
Multiple Choice Exams; Quizzes; Free Response Questions; Writing Assignments; 

Research Papers; Debates; Class Discussions; Current Events; Daily Reading and Writing  

 

 

       

Campaign Strategy & Elections (8 weeks):  
An exploration of how the 4 main linkage institutions (political parties, elections, the 

media & interest groups) are analyzed to show how these informal institutions impact our 

government & politics. Additionally, students will be able to understand how the US 

Political Culture is formed by analyzing the past, illustrating the evolution of the culture 

over our history & projecting trends in our culture for the future. In this unit, students will 

also initiate a letter writing campaign to a local, state or national legislator to change or 

create a public policy of their choice, while expanding on the following concepts: 

 

*Campaigns:  

Students will run a Presidential campaign that encompasses the following AP 

Government topics: 

* Presidential Biographies (drawn from past winners & losers) 

* Presidential Platforms (using primary documents of today’s platforms) 

  *Media: Spin and Campaign Advertising 

*Political Party Strategy of winning both the correct number of primary 

delegates and Electoral College delegates. 

*Creation of a Campaign Budget (including cost of advertising, travel, 

staff, etc) 

  *Creation of Campaign paraphernalia (Poster, buttons, TV Ads) 

  * Analysis of primary data is utilized in this subunit: 
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 *Political Parties: 

  *Political Socialization (family, church, schools, media) 

 *Political Participation: 

*Current & historical analysis of political participation & behavior 

(connected to political socialization) is analyzed by examining voting, 

protesting, mass movements, assembly, and letter writing campaigns 

   

  

          *Voting Patterns: 

*Analysis of primary data is utilized in this subunit to explain: Party in 

Electorate (including a connection to political beliefs & behavior by 

groups & regions); Party in Government; and Party in Organization 

 *Interest Groups: 

*Analysis of how the different interest groups interact and impact the 

political process (both the formal & informal methods employed by 

Interest Groups will be analyzed) 

 *Media: 

  *Analysis of the media includes: Bias, Motivation of coverage, criticism 

of coverage, and how all of the above impact parties, participation, socialization and 

election outcomes. Additionally, a critique of the media will be sought as to who uses 

who—the media using the candidates or the candidates using the media and how either 

illustrates how citizens communicate their political beliefs and desired polices. Both 

historical and current examples will be utilized. 

 

State Standards: 
5.1.12.F; 5.2.12.D; 5.3.12.D; 5.3.12.E; 5.3.12.G; 5.3.12.H; CC.8.5.11-12.A; CC.8.5.11-

12.J; CC.8.6.11-12.B 

 

Assessments: 
Multiple Choice Exams; Quizzes; Free Response Questions; Writing Assignments; 

Research Papers; Debates; Class Discussions; Current Events; Daily Reading and Writing  

 
 

Institutions of the National Government (12 weeks):  

Exploring the structure, responsibility and ever changing role of all three branches which 

make up the ‘three ring circus’ of American government. Both the formal & informal 

powers will be analyzed. Additionally, the varying balance of powers will be explored 

along with showing the linkages between the institutions & the electorate, interest groups, 

parties, media and the overall political culture, while expanding on the following 

concepts:  

 *US Congress: 

  *Incumbent Advantage & solutions to it 

  * Type of Representative (trustee or delegate) will be explored 

*Congressional Committees—description of responsibilities as well as 

power of them (related to seniority and party systems) 

*The general structure, function & powers of both chambers via the US 

Constitution and subsequent statues is examined 
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*Analysis of primary data is utilized in this subunit: Voting Records (past 

and present) via interest group ratings & Bills (past & present) via 

historical bills on the AP exam as well as momentous votes in US History  

 

 *US Executive: 

  *Qualifications and roles of the Chief Executive 

* Executive powers (both the formal powers—explored via the 

constitution—but also the informal powers—Bully Pulpit) will be 

examined 

  *Analysis of primary data is utilized in this subunit: Presidential Vetoes 

*US Bureaucracy: 

*Purpose of bureaucracy as well as the Weberian theory of government is 

explored. 

*Analysis of primary data is utilized in this subunit: Census Data; Social 

Security Data; Welfare Data  

*Federal budget process: Economic Policies and analysis of primary data 

is utilized in this subunit: Federal Budget (most recent published) along 

with the Fall and Spring Review via committees of Congress 

      

 *US Judicial: 

  *Nomination & Confirmation Process 

  *Judicial Activism v Judicial Restraint 

*Analysis of primary data is utilized in this subunit: Supreme Courts that 

were more activists than restrainers, using total case outcomes 

* The structure of the court system itself via the US Constitution and 

subsequent statues is examined 

 

State Standards: 
5.1.12.D; 5.2.12.A; 5.2.12.C; 5.3.12.A; 5.3.12.B; 5.3.12.C; 5.3.12.G; 5.3.12.J; 

CC.8.5.11-12.A; CC.8.5.11-12.J; CC.8.6.11-12.B 

 

Assessments: 
Multiple Choice Exams; Quizzes; Free Response Questions; Writing Assignments; 

Research Papers; Debates; Class Discussions; Current Events; Daily Reading and Writing  

 

Public Policy (4 weeks):  
Analysis how public policy becomes implemented, is defined in our politics, defined in 

different areas, and recap to the appropriate branch of government. Primary data is used 

in this unit via the various governmental agencies and/or Congressional committees, 

while expanding on the following concepts: 

 

 *Foreign Affairs 

 *Defense Matters 

 *Health & Welfare 

 *Education 

 *Environmental 
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State Standards: 
5.4.12.A; 5.4.12.B; 5.4.12.C; 5.4.12.D; 5.4.12.E; 5.3.12.I; 5.2.12.B; CC.8.5.11-12.A; 

CC.8.5.11-12.J; CC.8.6.11-12.B 

 

Assessments: 
Multiple Choice Exams; Quizzes; Free Response Questions; Writing Assignments; 

Research Papers; Debates; Class Discussions; Current Events; Daily Reading and Writing 


